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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client/server system comprising: 
a server, comprising: 

client-side software at the server to generate operating instructions for an I/O 
device connected to a client; 

a client-side device driver to funct i on at the server as a c lie nt - s i d e d e v i c e dr i v e r 
for input-output control of a client-side I/O port controlling the I/O device connected to the client 
as th e c lie nt - s i d e I /O d e v i c e, based on the operating instructions from the client-side software at 
the server ; and 

a virtual I/O port to funct i on at the server to provide the client-side device driver at 
the server with an interface having same function as an I/O port at the client as the client-side 
I/O port for the client-side device driver at the server as a client s i do I /O port i nterfac e to th e 
d e v i c e driv e r by transmitting an input-output control received from the client-side device driver at 
the server and informing the client-side device driver at the server of a an event received c lie nt - 
side from the I/O device event connected to the client : and 

a client commun i cab l y conn e ctabl e in communication with the server and commun i cab l y 
conn e ctab le w i th th e c lie nt s i d e connected to the I/O device, the client comprising: 

a client-side device handler to receive the input-output control from the virtual I/O 
port in the server and to transmit the c lie nt - sid e I /O d e vice event , from the I/O device connected 
to the client, to the s e rv e r virtual I/O port in the server , a«d 

a c lie nt - s i d e I /O port to contro l th e c l i e nt - s i d e wherein the I/O port at the client 
controls the I/O device connected to the client according to an input-output control from the 
client-side device handler. 
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2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server in communication with a client , comprising: 
client-side software at the server to generate operating instructions for an I/O device et-a 

c li ent as a c lie nt s i d e I /O d e vic e connected to the client , th e c lie nt communicab l y conn e ct e d to 
tho serv e r, and th e c lie nt commun i cab l y conn e ctab le v i a a c lie nt s i do I/O port to th e I /O d e v i c e of 
the c li ent ; 

a client-side device driver to funct i on at the server as a c lie nt - s i d e devic e dr i ver for input- 
output control of thea client-side I/O port controlling the I/O device connected to the client, based 
upon the operating instructions from the client-side software at the server ; and 

a virtual I/O port to funct i on at the server as a c l i e nt - s i d e I /O port i nt e rfac e to tho dov i co 
dfive rto provide the client-side device driver at the server with an interface having same function 
as an I/O port at the client as the client-side I/O port for the client-side device driver at the server 
by transmitting an input-output control signal received from the client-side device driver at the 
server to a client-side device handler of the client , th e c lie nt - s i d e d e vic e hand l er in 
communication via thea client-side I/O port at the client with the client-side I/O device, and by 
informing the client-side device driver at the server of a c lie nt - sid e I /O d e v i c ean event received 
from the client-side device handler. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client in communication with the server , comprising: 
a client-side device handler to receive input-output control for a client-side I/O device, 

from a sefve rclient-side device driver at the server through a s e rv e r a virtual I/O port in athe 
server communicab l y conn e ct e d w i th tho c li ent , and to transmit a client-side I/O device event 
from the client to the serve^ client-side device driver at the server through the s e rv e r virtual I/O 
port at the server . 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The client according to claim 4, further comprising: 
at least one client-side I/O port, which is coupled with the client-side I/O device, and 

which is controlled by the client-side device driver in the server. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The client/server system of claim 1 , wherein the 
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client-side I/O device is a bar code reader. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The client/server system of claim 1 , wherein the 
client and server communicate via a LAN. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The client/server system of claim 1 , wherein the 
client and server communicate via the WWW. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A client/server system comprising: 
a client comprising: 

at least one I/O device conn e ct e d to th e servo r in communication with the client as 
a client-side I/O device, and 

a programm e d comput e r proc e ssor to funct i on as a d e vic e hand le r controller 
handling data communication, including an I/O event from the at least one client-side I/O device, 
via a client-side I/O port conn e ct e d to in communication with the at least one client-side I/O 
device; and 

a server communicably connectable with the client and comprising: 

a programm e d comput e r proc e ssor to function at th e s e rv e r as controller 
functioning as a client-side device driver at the server for input-output control of the client-side 
I/O port controlling the I/O device connected to the client, and to funct i on at th e s e rv e r as a 
c lie nt - sid e I /O port i nt e rf a c e functioning as an interface having same function as the client-side 
I/O port at the client as the client-side I/O port to the client-side device driver at the server by 
transmitting an input-output control received from the client-side device driver at the server to the 
client d e v i c e hand le r controller and informing the client-side device driver at the server of a c lie nt - 
sid e l /O an event received from the client d e v i c e hand l er controller . 
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